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USSN; 10/677,551 Ref No. 27712 (formerly 01 337-USI) 

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 
Appl. No.: 10/677,551 Confirmation No. 9537 

Applicant: Barbachyn et ah RECEIVED 

CENTRAL FAX CENTER 

Filing Date: October 2, 2003 JAN 2 7 2005 ' 

Art Unit: 1624 

Examiner: Kahsay Habte 

Docket No: 27712 (formerly 01337.US1) 

Mail Stop Amendment 
Commissioner for Patent 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 223 13-1450 

RESPONSE UNDER 37 C.F.R. §1.111 

Dear Sir: 

This communication is responsive to the non-final Office Action dated October 
28, 2004. The shortened three-month statutory period is set to expire on January 28, 
2005. Accordingly, applicants believe this communication is timely filed. Applicants 
believe that no additional fee is required for acceptance of this communication. 
However, should any fees be required, the Patent Office is hereby authorized to charge 
such fees to Deposit Account No. 23-0455. Applicants likewise believe that no extension 
of time is required for acceptance of this communication. However, should a petition for 
extension of time be required for acceptance of this communication, applicants hereby 
petition for any extensions of time required for timely acceptance of the papers submitted 
herewith under 37 C.F.R. §1 .136, and authorize payment of such extension fees to 
Deposit Account No. 23-0455. 

Amendments to the Specification begin on page 2 of this paper. 

Amendments to the Claims are reflected in the listing of claims which begin on 
page 3 of this paper. 

Remarks begin on page 21 of this paper. 
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